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INFORMATION

McMASTER 
UNIVERSITY 
MAHATMA GANDHI 
LECTURE ON 
NONVIOLENCE
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DATE:

Monday, Oct. 2, 2017 

LECTURE:

6:00 - 7:00 pm (Free) 

25TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATORY DINNER:

7:30 pm 
Tickets: $50 students; $100 non-students 
($50 tax receipt from McMaster University)

VENUE:

Hamilton Convention Centre
1 Summers Lane, Hamilton

Daughter of noted Urdu poet Kaifi  
Azmi and theatre actress Shaukat 
Kaifi  Shabana Azmi grew up in 
a family that believed art should 
be used as an instrument for 
social change. Her entry into fi lms 
marked the way for the Parallel 
Cinema movement with Shyam 
Benegal’s Ankur in 1974.She has 
played leading roles in 140 Hindi 
fi lms and 12 international fi lms. 
She has won fi ve national and 
fi ve international awards for best 
actress. Satyajit Ray in his book Our 
Films Their Films, says of her: “In 
her very fi rst fi lm Shabana Azmi 
establishes herself as the fi nest 
dramatic actress in the country.” 
She is also highly respected as a 
tireless campaigner for the rights 
of slum dwellers, women and the 
underprivileged. She heads the 

Mijwan Welfare Society an NGO 
that works for empowerment of 
the girl child in rural India.

A fearless crusader against religious 
fundamentalism of all hues, 
Shabana Azmi was nominated to 
the Rajya Sabha by the President of 
India in 1997. She is a recipient of 
many prestigious awards, including 
the Padmashree and Padma 
Bhushan, the Gandhi International 
Peace Prize at the House of Lords 
in 2006, and the Crystal Award 
along with Mohammed Ali and 
Michael Douglas at the World 
Economic Forum 2006. She has 
been conferred four honorary 
Doctorates.  She was UN Goodwill 
Ambassador for Population and 
Development and continues to work 
on social and public health issues.

The Gandhi Foundation
International Peace Award 2006
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Towards a 
Violence Free 
Society for Women


